H pylori is present on the gastric mucosa beneath the gastric mucus layer and within it.3 6 The bacterium does not invade the epithelium. It is usually found on the antral mucosa but may also be present in other parts of the stomach. The organism colonises gastric tissue only.7 8 H pylori may be isolated from other sites such as the duodenum, oesophagus, and rectum but only if there is gastric metaplasia at these sites. 8 Antral biopsy specimens from colonised individuals show an increase in the number of mononuclear cells and in most cases [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] There also appears to be a strong association between H pylori associated antral gastritis and chronic duodenal ulcer disease in children.6 22 26 In 1987, a prospective study in Toronto, 
